                HOW DID THE G0D IDEA BEGIN?
                   Primitive religion had a natural evolutionary development.  Man related his religion out of his fears and by means of his illusions.  Religious fear occupies man’s mind long before any concepts of the after life are formed.  Early religion was entirely predicated on associational circumstances.  Savage man feared all manifestations of power and he worshipped every natural phenomenon he could not comprehend. THE INEXPLICABLE ACTS OF NATURE are still called “ACTS OF GOD”. 

                   Nature worship was the first stage of religious   phenomena. The first object to be worshipped by evolving man was a stone. Stones probably impressed man because of their sometimes-coincidental similarity in shapes to some animals and their supposed indestructibility.  Mountain formations and recovered meteorites after their flaming grand entrance easily influenced the ignorant mind of man.  All ancient clans and tribes had their sacred stones.  The red man or western hemisphere aboriginals used stones in circles and were also inclined to build temples of mounds or rock.  The acquirement of precious stones as wealth evolved out of this stone worshipping.

                   The worship of plants followed when primitive men derived intoxication from the liquors and chemicals contained in certain plants; the intoxication was thought to be divine because of the strange feeling produced and to this day alcohol is known as spirits. Tree worship cults are among the earliest religious groups and to this day the superstitious rapping on wood and the divining rod and the Christmas tree is still a part of Christian worship derived from the Mithraic cult of which Paul of Tarsus (the founder of Christianity) was a convert. 

                   Primitive man had a contradictory relationship with animals especially the ones of seemingly higher intelligence that because man had to learn in a harassed existence and animals thrived.  They held animals in awe for their power and cunning.  They even believed the souls of men came back to earth in animal form. The beginning of the reincarnation theory, dated back to this primitive mindset as many tribes thought that men came from animals long before Darwin.  The Phoenician worshipped the pig, the Hindu held the cow sacred, the Chinese revere the dragon as a survival of the snake cults.

                   The elements of earth wind fire and water were very powerful deity in the minds of the bewildered savage.   Candles and holy water and the baptismal rites are the ceremonials that have come down.  Fire reverence reached its heights in Persia where it still persists today.  Moon worship preceded Sun worship.  Veneration of the Moon was at its height during the hunting era; while Sun worship became the chief religious ceremony of the subsequent agricultural ages.  Stars would be the pattern for another superstition which came to be known as astrology.  

                   Having worshipped everything on the face of the earth and in the heavens above, man has not hesitated to honor himself with such adoration.  Early man regarded   all unusual persons as superhuman.  Lunatics, epileptics, and the feeble minded were often worshipped by their normal -minded fellows who believed that such abnormal beings were indwelt by gods.  As Scandinavian, Roman and Greek deity were created in literature, and to this day has seeped into just about every part of Occidental society.   Many Japanese still revere and worship their emperor.     

                   THE FIRST ACTS OF HUMAN WORSHIP were the phenomenon of defense and insurance not reverence, so the savage wanted to insure against bad luck. This belief gave birth to totems, fetishes, charms and magic.  Taboo was mans effort to dodge ill luck. This evolved into sin and sacrifice and atonement as rituals became more complex it became dominated by medicine men, shamanism and priests.       

                   Evolutionary religion is sentimental not logical.  It is mans reaction to belief in a hypothetical ghost-spirit world-the human belief-reflex, excited by the realization and the fear of the unknown.

                   RELIGION HAS HANDICAPPED social development in many ways, but without religion there would have been no enduring morality or ethics, no worthwhile civilization. RELIGION  enmothered much religious culture: Sculpture originated in idol making, architecture in temple building, poetry in incantations, music in worship chants, drama in acting for spirit guidance and dancing in the seasonal worship festivals.

                   99% of everything we know or accept as fact has been passed on to our consciousness by some previous book, teacher, or traditional custom or religious belief. Most humans tend to readily accept the present thinking of the mass that they are closest in association with, whether ethnic or social or political. Whether you are Christian, JEWISH, Muslim or communist ,capitalist or vegetarian, the conclusions one might reach in any given situation , will be influenced by a belief system that is not entirely your own.
                   It is essential that we know why we believe what we believe; the truth will give you freedom and peace of mind.

                   Our education systems indoctrinate us with the thoughts and theories of past thinkers, who to their credit thought for the sake of searching for truth, our system does not teach us how to think.
